“Allies In Spiritual Warfare”
St. Michael and All Angels - October 28, AD 2025
St. Matthew XVIII: 1-10

Today is a special day in the Church year in that it is the one feast
day of our calendar focused on those messengers of God called “angels.”
What is it about St. Michael the Archangel, and angels in general, that
merit our devotion today? First, let’s acknowledge that Scripture shows
us that angels are part of God’s creation. Both the Gospel lesson and the
reading from Revelation provide a context of spiritual warfare in which
angels are shown to have special care for the people of God. Does
anyone doubt that life today is engulfed in spiritual warfare? We need
spiritual allies in high places - like St. Michael - if we hope to achieve
victory over sin - both our own sin and that confronting us in the world.
Yes, complete victory has already been won by Jesus Christ on the
Cross, but there are still deadly skirmishes that must be fought in this
life.

In the Gospel lesson, we hear Jesus countering the disciples’
concerns about spiritual status by commending young children,
presumably for their humble status and trusting obedience. Our Lord
asserts that to be truly converted as kingdom seekers, one must humble
oneself as a little child. Inherently, a child has a lower status in worldly
terms, and is utterly dependent on a greater authority for his or her
proper development. Hence, Jesus calls a child the “greatest in heaven”
in contrast to adults, whose pride makes idols of themselves and who

are in a position to dismiss or even abuse children.
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Never forget our sovereign God places special care on those who
are His. Jesus asserts that receiving a little child is to receive Him. In
other words, we should welcome and accept a child as infinitely worthy
in God’s eyes. Think on the implications of that assertion for our culture
where many thousands of children are in need of loving foster homes,
and many thousands more are at risk from sex traffickers, drug dealers,
and dehumanizing social media. Then there are those countless children
still in the womb who are at risk of abortion.

Jesus gives a severe warning against harming a child and prescribes
radical surgery for anyone who “offends” - that is, leads a believer in
Jesus to sin. Our Lord asserts that “/itt/le ones” - and by logical
extension, anyone with trusting, eager-to-learn faith like a child -- are
especially treasured by God, and are under the powerful care of the
angelic hosts of heaven. St. Michael is the preeminent angel in God’s
hierarchy of angels, as Scripture attests.

In the Old Testament book of Daniel, Daniel has a vision in which an
angel identifies Michael as the protector of Israel. The vision predicts a
“time of trouble” when Michael will come to save the people, followed by
a resurrection of the dead in which some will rise to “everi/asting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” [Daniel 12:1-2] New
Testament references to St. Michael include the General Epistle of St.
Jude, where Michael contends with the devil, yet defers to the supreme
power of Almighty God. Also, in St. Paul’s First Epistle to the

Thessalonians [4:6], there is mention of an archangel that will herald the



Second Coming of Christ and the resurrection of the dead in Christ. The
Church has traditionally associated this archangel with Michael. Church
tradition from the time of the early patristic Fathers asserts that St.
Michael stood guard at the gate of paradise after Adam and Eve had
been banished, and he was the angel through whom God published the
Ten Commandments.

The authority and power of Michael the Archangel, which is
ultimately derived from God, is vividly depicted in St. John the Divine’s
vision of the war in heaven. Michael and his angels defeat Satan and his
angels through the sacrifice of Christ. While there is great rejoicing,
there is also a warning to the earth’s inhabitants “for the devil is come
down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time.” [Rev. 12:12] We see from this that not all angels are
good angels. There are some angels in league with Satan. They engage in
spiritual warfare to subvert our souls to the purposes of the Enemy and
lead us away from God to our own perdition. Thankfully, St. Michael and
the good angels can be called upon to protect us.

The spiritual warfare we are engaged in day in and day out is a
given in our fallen world. This state of affairs is ignored to our soul’s
peril, as Jesus makes clear:

“Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be
that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence
cometh!”

If we stray off that narrow path that leads to our sanctification and

salvation, half-measures won’t do. You heard our Lord’s hyperbolic



statements about cutting off the limbs or plucking out the eyes that
offend. If necessary, we must completely discard not just personal habits
and associations that lead to sin, but also erroneous teachings. The hand
that becomes a fist that strikes in anger, or that writes vitriolic
comments on social media - cut it off! The foot that strides in step with
popular but heretical beliefs, get out the chain saw! The eye that casts a
covetous look on some worldly treasure, or that lusts after forbidden
pleasure - pluck it out! All of these “offences” and more come from a
corrupted and hardened heart. Only by seeking God’s grace and mercy
through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Ghost, can this radical
reconstruction and “open heart surgery” be accomplished effectively.

Know that God’s heavenly angels are there to assist His ways and
means for protecting His elect from spiritual harm. St. Michael and all
good angels are gathered around His heavenly throne in praise and
worship as we too gather around Christ’s altar to bring to vivid
remembrance the awful and glorious reality of His sacrifice for the
salvation of our souls, and His eternal Presence with us. As God’s people,
let us take comfort in the words of the Psalmist: “For he shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.” [Psalm 91:11]
May our constant prayer be that God’s holy angels “succor and defend
us on earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

And now unto God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost, be ascribed all might, majesty, honor, and dominion, as is most
Justly due this day, both now and forever, Amen.



